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The Alliance showcases
european Flax-Linen & Hemp
innovations for Autumn-Winter
2027/28 at Milano Unica

From 7 to 9 July, the Alliance for European Flax-Linen
& Hemp will be exhibiting at Milano Unica, Italy,
where it will unveil textile collections developed
from the latest innovations created by its members
for the Autumn-Winter 2027/28 season.

This participation reflects the Alliance’s
strengthened commitment to promoting certified
European Flax-Linen to a broader audience of
international brands across the premium and
high-end fashion markets. Milano Unica fully
supports thisambition as a leading international
event for sourcing textiles and fashion accessories,
which brings together in this edition 77 companies
certified as Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ and/or Masters
Of LINEN™.

On its stand, the Alliance will present:

- Creative Flax-Linen and Hemp innovations
developed by its members and certified Masters
of FLAX FIBRE™ and Masters of LINEN™
companies;

- For the first time, the Hemp Lab: inspirations
and a pilot collection of long-fibre textile Hemp
developed as part of the Northern European
Hemp4Circularity project;

- Its new European Flax-Linen Environmental
Footprint Guide, which provides a clear
framework for understanding Life Cycle
Assessment (LCA), the European Product
Environmental Footprint (PEF) methodology and
the data available for certified Masters of FLAX
FIBRE™ products;

- The latest developments in its Masters of FLAX
FIBRE™ and Masters of LINEN™ certifications,
as well as its digital traceability platform:
Flax-Linen Traceability Platform - European
Certified Fibres to Retail by TextileGenesis™,
Lectra Group;

- The full range of services it provides to brands.

- Meet us from 7 to 9 July 2026 at MILANO UNICA:
Hall1-Booth B15 Rho Fiera Milano (Italy)



AUTUMN-WINTER 2027/28: A SEASON OF
SINGULARITY AND PLURALITY

Singular — Plural.

Flax-Linen and Hemp are expressed in both the singular and the plural
for Autumn-Winter 2027/28, through four major seasonal themes

and directions showcased on the Alliance stand, withinits fabric library
selections and oniits sourcing platform.

Comforting comfort

The spirit of the times is all about seeking comfort,
both physical and emotional, where Linen and
Hemp are essential assets thanks to their natural
thermoregulation. The silhouette is focused on well-
being and comfort, nestled in warm and protective
materials with soft, velvety surfaces and plump or
airy textures. These generous volumes enhance a
cocooning sensation.

At the crossroads of supple, enveloping tailoring,
outerwear, and knitwear comfort, the silhouette
plays with roundness and textures in a refined,
casual-chic expression.

Delicacy

The Delicacy theme focuses on visual softness and
a powdery palette. Patterns appear gently faded

by the passage of time. Ultra matt brushed and
emerized finishings embellish next-to-the skin
Linen. Decorative effects remain understated,
combining desaturated checks with ethereal
jacquards in a palette of muted tones or tone on tone
yarn effects.

Linen blends with silk and cellulosic fibres target
greater fluidity and refinement. Their smooth
handles, enhanced by delicate lustre or subtle
shimmer, evoke a more precious textile universe.
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Big blur

Linen and Hemp developments reach a new level of
creativity and craft in this story thanks to artisans,
designers, and artists. Fake plains become more
distinctively visible, with a strong focus on Linen
and wool tweeds and Shetlands, thicker yarn counts,
and novelty yarns assert their irregular character and
naturalness.

From tops and bottoms to outerwear, the silhouette
showcases the full creative potential of bast fibres
with boldness. Fantasy and everyday wear make
themselves highly compatible. Fabric takes center
stage, supporting a more distinctive, expressive, and
personalized fashion.

Colourvibe

Color brings a welcome energy to this Autumn-
Winter 27/28. Linen, and soon Hemp, are enriched
with a comforting chromatic vitality. Color makes
its way into everyday life with vibrant washed linens
and subtle variations that reveal the full richness of
the yarns, dyes, and weaves. An urban and sporty
attitude is expressed through coatings and blends
with polyamide or stretch fabrics.

For interiors, the desire for brightness translates
into more fluid qualities and velvety surfaces, where
colour brings warmth and a joyful presence.
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THE NEW EUROPEAN FLAX-LINEN
ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT GUIDE

The guide retraces the key milestones of the European

Flax-Linen environmental roadmap and its deliverables:
« PEF-compliant LCA of scutched long flax fibre under

the Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ (PEF v2.0, 2022);

- Process mapping of European flax-linen
production, enabling brands to identify value
chain stages and initiate their own environmental
assessments (2022);

- Certified European fibre datasets integrated into three
leading environmental databases: EF 3.1 (European

reference), ecoinvent, and Higg Index (2023);

- Datasets covering six processing stages (from
hackling to preparation for spinning, spinning and
cottonizing) and nine flax-specific intermediate
products, developed to flax-linen with the
forthcoming PEF 2025 methodology following four
years of collaborative work across the sector and
an independent critical review -details and access
provided within the guide.

In response to evolving regulations and brands’ CSR
strategies, the European Flax-Linen sector now has
a strategic tool: the European Flax Environmental
Footprint Guide.

Published by the Alliance in March 2026 and
developed through a collaborative process
involving stakeholders across the value chain, it
covers the fundamentals of Life Cycle Assessment
(LCA), the business and regulatory drivers behind
environmental footprinting, ISO and PEF (Product
Environmental Footprint) methodologies, sector-
specific European data, as well as practical use cases
and Q&A.

The guide is intended for growers, manufacturers,
brands and retailers wishing to assess and
communicate the environmental impact of products
certified Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ and Masters of
LINEN™,

- The guide will be available for consultation on the Alliance stand (Hall 1 - Booth B15)
and can be downloaded from the Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp website.
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https://allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu/en/european-flax-linen-hemp-media-library/241/european-flax-linen-environmental-footprint-guide

THE HEMP LAB: TERRITORIES OF EXPRESSION
FOR EUROPEAN LONG-FIBRE TEXTILE HEMP

Presented for the first time at Milano Unica, the
Hemp Lab is a dedicated area integrated into
the Alliance stand and devoted to the European
Hemp4Circularity (H4C), programme, in which
the Alliance is involved as a partner of Valbiom,

a Walloon association specialising in sustainable
solutions for the bio-based economy.

Supported by the European Union through

the Interreg North-West Europe programme (a
transnational cooperation programme), this three-
year project brings together 11 multidisciplinary
partners and 6 associated partners around a
common objective: to structure and develop a local
and circular European long-fibre Hemp textile
industry, from the field to the finished product.

The Hemp Lab presents the Hemp4Circularity
programme and provides a tangible illustration
of the project’s ambition through:

+ The European Hemp Textile Inspiration Book:
Designed as both a practical and inspirational
tool, the European Hemp Textile Inspiration Book
explores the territories of expression of European
textile Hemp through dedicated iconography, a
specific colour palette and a selection of yarn and
fabric samples developed with Hemp4Circularity
project partners, highlighting the sensory
characteristics and creative potential of this bast
fibre, complementary to flax-linen.

- The pilot collection developed with the H4C
project partners: Developed with project partners
from fibre to yarn and then fabric, the pilot
collection demonstrates the potential of European
textile Hemp through samples produced under
industrial or semi-industrial conditions and
designed to meet both designers’ expectations and
the realities of textile production.
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A COLLECTIVE PROJECT LEADING TO TANGIBLE PROGRESS
FOR THE SECTOR

Thanks to ongoing, constructive dialogue between
all players in the value chain, the project has
accelerated the achievement of concrete and
valuable results.

The collection of agronomic data has improved
our understanding of the crop management and
provided key information for building sound
environmental assessments.

Over the years, textile Hemp has firmly established
its own identity: a fibre with a unique character,
which is full of promise. Moreover, rapid progress is
being made to improve every stage of production and
processing - from cultivation, harvesting, scutching,
hackling, spinning and wet spinning to weaving and
knitting.

The progress made opens up opportunities to
increase industrial capacity and develop new value-
added textile uses.

Driven by a committed collective dynamic, the
sector now has a robust technical and scientific base
on which to build and pursue its developments and
create long-term success.

At Milano Unicaq, through inspirations, textile innovations
and new tools, the Alliance continues its commitment
to supporting fashion brands in addressing their creative,
technical and environmental challenges,
while strengthening the international visibility of European
Flax-Linen and Hemp.
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About Alliance

The Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp (formerly known
as the CELC, an association founded in 1951)is the only
European agro-industrial organization that serves as a global
reference and brings together all players in the European
Flax-Linen and Hemp value chain.

A platform for reflection, current analysis, collaboration and
strategic orientation, the Alliance for European Flax-Linen

& Hemp supports and industry of excellence in a globalised
context. It encourages dialogue with national and European
public authorities.

It promotes an environment favourable to increasing business
competitiveness through its three-fold mission of informing
members, brands, and consumers, supporting the European
ecosystem and European expertise, and promoting European
Flax-Linen and Hemp as the preferred sustainable premium
fibres worldwide.

| ‘ MASTERS OF FLAX FIBRE™
i. ([EX-EUROPEAN FLAX™]
'} A certification that ensures integrated

crop management practices
and highlights the unique expertise
of European fibre producers.

astiors off

It connects 10,000 businesses in 16 European countries and
bases its work on the values of solidarity, innovation, scientific
validation, and respect for people and planet.

It promotes, initiates, and organizes strategic reflection and
research onits fibres in order to provide all of its interlocutors
with evidence-based environmental data and reliable
scientific evidence.

The Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp strives to increase
the international visibility of its fibres, whose technical and
environmental properties inspire global design and open up
new opportunities for industrial innovation. It guarantees the
traceability of Flax fibre thanks to the Masters of FLAX FIBRE™
(ex-European Flax™] and Masters of LINEN™ certifications.

ii MASTERS OF LINEN™
_} A certification of distinction for European
spinners, weavers and knitters who excel

in the craft of transforming Flax into Linen
; and who are committed to prioritizing
IWIM European Flax-Linen sourcing.

FLAX Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ provides i‘mﬁ Masters of LINEN™ is a guarantee that
F|B_R! European origin traceability from et all cultivation and processing steps are
' Flax fibre to finished product, made by European companies, from
for allend markets. Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ to yarn to fabric.
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