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From 25 to 28 June 2026, Design Parade, organised by Villa 
Noailles in both Hyères and Toulon, hosted its two annual 
international competitions: Design Parade – Interior Design 
and Design Parade – Product Design. Now recognised  
as a major event on the international design calendar,  
this year's edition celebrated a double anniversary:  
the 20th anniversary of the Product Design competition  
and the 10th anniversary of the Interior Design competition.

A longstanding partner of the festival, the Alliance for 
European Flax-Linen & Hemp supported six of the ten finalists 
in the Design Parade – Interior Design competition -chaired 
this year by internationally renowned interior designer Laura 
Gonzalez - in developing projects incorporating certified 
European Flax-Linen. This collaboration was rewarded with 
two projects receiving major awards at the 2026 edition:

•	 Valentin Bayoud, winner of the Grand Prix Design Parade 
Van Cleef & Arpels – Interior Design, for his project AQUA 
PRIMITIVA, created using European Flax-Linen supplied  
by Flipts & Dobbels;

•	 Simon Searle and Victoire Lesthevenon, winners  
of the Public Prize – Interior Design, for their project 
L'Observatoire, featuring BioFib Flax and Hemp insulation, 
Libeco European Flax-Linen, and Safilin Flax roving  
and European Hemp yarns

Design Parade 2026:  
Two Projects Rewarded  
for Their Creative, Technical  
and Innovative Use  
of European Flax-Linen
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE TWO AWARD-WINNING 
PROJECTS

GRAND PRIX DESIGN PARADE VAN CLEEF & ARPELS  
– INTERIOR DESIGN
VALENTIN BAYOUD

Supported throughout their creative process by the Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp, 
both award winners explored, in their own distinctive way, the aesthetic, technical and 
environmental qualities of European Flax-Linen.

Their projects demonstrate how Flax fibre can engage in dialogue with contemporary interior 
design, enrich the sensory experience of spaces, and inspire new creative approaches centred  
on natural materials.

AQUA PRIMITIVA: A CONTEMPLATIVE SPATIAL 
EXPERIENCE WHERE THE HEARTH IS REIMAGINED
The hearth is one of humanity's oldest forms  
of organising living space. Traditionally centred 
around fire, it once fulfilled our fundamental needs 
for warmth, protection and gathering. With AQUA 
PRIMITIVA, Valentin Bayoud reinterprets  
this archetype by creating a contemplative 
environment where water replaces fire as the 
central element around which visitors now gather.

Visitors are invited to sit, pause, and share a moment 
around this essential resource in an installation 
inspired by Mediterranean landscapes and 
materials.

The project brings together local stone, clay, earth 
plaster, timber, reed and European Flax-Linen  
in a restrained and natural composition. At the 
heart of the installation, a large, curved bench follows 
the shape of the walls. It is upholstered with  
a European Flax-Linen cover supplied by Flipts & 
Dobbels, a member of the Alliance. Left in its natural 
colour to preserve its original qualities, the Flax-Linen 
brings softness, texture and authenticity to a space 
conceived as a place for gathering and contemplation.© Luc Bertrand
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PUBLIC PRIZE – INTERIOR DESIGN
SIMON SEARLE & VICTOIRE LESTHEVENON

L'OBSERVATOIRE: A SPACE FOR CONTEMPLATION
With L'Observatoire, Simon Searle and Victoire 
Lesthevenon have created a space "where there is 
nothing else to do but contemplate". Both a cocoon 
for introspection and a place for observation, it opens 
onto the Mediterranean landscape overlooked by  
the Villa Noailles. Here, architecture deliberately 
blurs the boundaries between indoors and outdoors.  
The forms of the installation draw inspiration from 
the topography and natural geography of the Var 
region, while its colours, created using plant-based 
dyes, evolve with the changing light.

European Flax-Linen and Hemp play an essential 
role in the construction of the space, both for their 
technical performance and their aesthetic 
qualities. The mattress is made from BioFib 
insulation composed of European Flax and Hemp 
fibres, enclosed within a European Flax-Linen cover 
supplied by Libeco. On the floor, a rug incorporating 
Flax roving and European Hemp yarns supplied by 
Safilin welcomes visitors. Through these different 
elements, European Flax and Hemp fibres contribute 
fully to both the structure and the identity of the 
project.

Project developed with the support of Alliance 
members: BioFib, Libeco and Safilin

The Public Prize recognises each year the visitors' favourite project at Design Parade.

© Baptiste Guyon

© Luc Bertrand
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THE ALLIANCE FOR EUROPEAN FLAX-LINEN & HEMP: 
SUPPORTING EMERGING CREATIVE TALENT

A longstanding partner of Villa Noailles and Design 
Parade, the Alliance is supporting six finalists this 
year in the development of projects incorporating 
European Flax certified under the Masters of FLAX 
FIBRE™ and Masters of LINEN™ certifications.

In doing so, it continues its mission of raising 
awareness among the next generation of designers by 
promoting the creative, technical and environmental 
value of European Flax-Linen, an exceptional plant-
based fibre. The Alliance also mobilises its members  
to provide the materials required to bring the finalists' 
projects to life.

Throughout the year, the Alliance welcomes  
and trains the finalists through workshops, group 
mentoring sessions and one-to-one meetings  
at the Linen & Hemp Dream Lab, its Paris showroom, 
enabling them to better understand and work with  
Flax fibre.

In this way, young designers become familiar with the 
functional and environmental properties of European 
Flax-Linen, as well as with the materials, textiles and 
technical expertise offered by the Alliance's members.

A COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT AROUND EUROPEAN FLAX-LINEN
Several Alliance member companies joined 
forces to provide exceptional certified Flax 
materials.

Whether woven, raw or transformed, these 
materials enabled the finalists to experiment, 
innovate and create while addressing today's 
environmental challenges. By placing materials 
at the heart of these creative narratives, this 
partnership reflects the Alliance's ambition to build 
lasting connections between the textile industry  
and emerging design.

The Alliance introduces young designers  
to the functional and environmental properties 
of European Flax-Linen, as well as to the materials, 
textiles and technical expertise developed by its 
members.

© Sebastien Randé
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What are the objectives of your collaboration 
with the Alliance? How does it take shape in 
practice? And what does it bring both to Design 
Parade finalists and to the designers taking part 
in the Hyères Festival?

Our collaboration with the Alliance for European 
Flax-Linen & Hemp is based on a shared conviction: 
supporting young designers not only in their artistic 
thinking but also in their technical development, 
particularly in their relationship with materials.

In practical terms, the Alliance provides finalists 
in the Fashion Competition and the Accessories 
Competition with donations of European Flax  
and Hemp fabrics sourced from the collections  
of its producer members. This allows them to work 
freely with these materials when creating their 
competition looks. For many of them, it is their first 
encounter with these natural fibres, a discovery 
that can have a lasting influence on their creative 
practice.

How does this partnership fit within a broader 
reflection on sustainability in fashion and 
design?

Villa Noailles has always believed that supporting 
emerging talent also means helping to shape the 
fashion and design of tomorrow. In this respect,  
the question of materials is central. European  
Flax and Hemp embody an outstanding sector  
that is local, traceable and has a low environmental 

impact. By introducing these materials into the 
creative process of our finalists, we are not simply 
making a symbolic gesture: we are encouraging 
them to integrate sustainability as a natural 
component of their approach, just like form  
or colour. It is a way of preparing a generation  
of designers to create differently.

Have you noticed growing interest in Flax 
among young designers? Do you see different 
approaches depending on whether finalists 
come from design or fashion backgrounds?  
If so, in what ways?

Yes, the interest is genuine and growing.  
What is striking is that Flax is no longer perceived 
as a constraint or a default choice — it has become  
a desirable material, one that carries meaning.

Fashion finalists are often drawn to its sensory 
qualities: its drape, texture and the way it ages 
and improves with wear. Design and accessories 
finalists, meanwhile, tend to explore its technical 
properties more deeply, its strength, lightness  
and potential in composites or three-dimensional 
forms. In both cases, we see genuine curiosity  
and a willingness to push beyond what we think  
we know about this fibre. […]

''WHEN LINEN BECOMES  
A CREATIVE TERRITORY''
Hugo Lucchino - Director-General  
of villa Noailles
As head of villa Noailles, Hugo Lucchino 
discusses the role of the Hyères Festival and 
Design Parade in supporting emerging talent, 
and explains why natural materials such 
as European Flax and Hemp are becoming 
essential tools for today’s young designers.

Read the full interview on the Alliance for European 
Flax-Linen & Hemp’s website.

© Louis Teran
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Follow us

@flaxlinenhemp
allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu

MASTERS OF LINEN™ 
A certification of distinction for European 
spinners, weavers and knitters who excel 
in the craft of transforming Flax into Linen 
and who are committed to prioritizing 
European Flax-Linen sourcing.
Masters of LINEN™ is a guarantee that  
all cultivation and processing steps are 
made by European companies, from 
Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ to yarn to fabric.

MASTERS OF FLAX FIBRE ™  
(EX-EUROPEAN FLAX™) 
A certification that ensures integrated 
crop management practices  
and highlights the unique expertise  
of European fibre producers.
Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ provides 
European origin traceability from  
Flax fibre to finished product,  
for all end markets.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp (formerly known 
as the CELC, an association founded in 1951) is the only 
European agro-industrial organization that serves as a global 
reference and brings together all players in the European 
Flax-Linen and Hemp value chain. 
A platform for reflection, current analysis, collaboration and 
strategic orientation, the Alliance for European Flax-Linen  
& Hemp supports and industry of excellence in a globalised 
context. It encourages dialogue with national and European 
public authorities.
It promotes an environment favourable to increasing business 
competitiveness through its three-fold mission of informing 
members, brands, and consumers, supporting the European 
ecosystem and European expertise, and promoting European 
Flax-Linen and Hemp as the preferred sustainable premium 
fibres worldwide. 

It connects 10,000 businesses in 16 European countries and 
bases its work on the values of solidarity, innovation, scientific 
validation, and respect for people and planet. 
It promotes, initiates, and organizes strategic reflection and 
research on its fibres in order to provide all of its interlocutors 
with evidence-based environmental data and reliable 
scientific evidence.
The Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp strives to increase 
the international visibility of its fibres, whose technical and 
environmental properties inspire global design and open up 
new opportunities for industrial innovation. It guarantees the 
traceability of Flax fibre thanks to the Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ 
(ex-European Flax™) and Masters of LINEN™ certifications. 
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