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The Alliance, committed to the development
of long-fibre Hemp for textiles
with the project Hemp4Circularity

HEMP4CIRCULARITY AIMS TO CREATE NEW OPPORTUNITIES:

- For farmers, by developing profitable crops with agronomic benefits;

Officially launched on 6 and 7 June 2023, this three-year project is supported by the
European Union via the Interreg North-West Europe programme (a transnational
cooperation programme), with a total budget of €3,800,000.

Hemp4Circularity is an Interreg NWE project that aims to implement an innovative, local
and biobased fibre - long fibre Hemp - in the textile value chain of North-West Europe, from
growers to weavers and knitters, from the field to fashion.

The project has set up pilot actions at several stages of the value chain (growing, mechanical
harvesting and scutching, agricultural data, spinning and weaving) in order to optimise every
stage of the production process and ensure the sustainable development of the sector, from
the fibre to recycling solutions.

Hemp has been grown and processed by
humans for thousands of years, and today
its use is being re-examined in the light of
the modern challenges facing the fashion
and home-decoration markets.
Technological innovation, environmental
requirements, changes in the markets and
new consumer expectations are all reshaping
the framework within which design operates,
with a shared objective: to combine
performance, meaning and creativity.

*11 multidisciplinary partners: Belgique (FTILaB+, HOGENT, Hyler, Inagro, Libeco,
Valbiom ) - France (Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp, Lin et Chanvre Bio, Safilin) -
Pays-Bas (Delphy, Van de Bilt) - Allemagne (Natuvalis)

S A
**6 associated partners: BAFA, Bioeconomy for Change, EIHA, ETP, HEMPAGE, ks 0L ] :5 -l
Région Hauts-de-France 0 1
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For the Flax-Linen sector, by providing a complementary
fibre that will help increase the range of applications and
possible uses;

For the textile industry and fashion brands,
which are looking for local materials supporting their
sustainable objectives;

For consumers, who are also looking for local and more
responsible textile products and information about the
natural fibres available.

Drawing on their collective expertise and experience in the
field, the partners have gained a more detailed understanding
of Hemp, a bast fibre that has notable advantages, which
complement those of flax. The consortium, made up of Flax-
Linen experts, has pooled its R&D efforts to develop a long Hemp textile fibre, produced by
retting on the ground and mechanical scutching, to create new opportunities in the fields of
fashion, accessories and interior design.

Hemp4Circularity draws on knowledge-sharing and transnational cooperation between
manufacturers and organisations in four north-western European countries: Germany,
Belgium, France, Netherlands.

The Alliance has two complementary missions,
representing its members

Environmental Communication
footprint and promotion

- Provide a template for collecting
agricultural data in line with

the European Commission’s
PEF (Product Environmental
Footprint) methodology.

- Ultimately, the aim is to produce
a collective “Hemp long fibre”
dataset and provide input for the
reference bases to enable robust
LCA (Life Cycle Assessment)
calculations.

WWM Press Release

- BtoB: mobilise and raise

awareness among players in

the European textile industry

by drawing on the Alliance’s
operational action plan (trade
fairs, directory, sourcing platform,
exploratory showroom, etc.).

Identify and train industry
representatives (textile sector,
brands, influencers) to accelerate
the adoption of the fibre and
facilitate its integration into value
chains.



A collective project leading to tangible progress for the sector

Thanks to ongoing, constructive dialogue between all players in the value chain, the project has
accelerated the achievement of concrete and valuable results.

The collection of agronomic data has improved our understanding of the crop management and
provided key information for building sound environmental assessments.

Over the years, textile Hemp has firmly established its own identity: a fibre with a unique character,
which is full of promise. Moreover, rapid progress is being made to improve every stage of production
and processing - from cultivation, harvesting, scutching, hackling , spinning and wet spinning to
weaving and knitting.

The progress made opens up opportunities to increase industrial capacity and develop new value-
added textile uses.

Driven by a committed collective dynamic, the sector now has a robust technical and scientific base on
which to build and pursue its developments and create long-term success.

Hemp in Europe

Europe is now the world’s second largest producer of Hemp, with France ranking
firstin Europe and China first globally. Hemp stands out for the diversity of its uses. From
seedto stalk, its products and co-products are used in many sectors: food, cosmetics,
mulching, construction [concrete, insulation), paper, plastics and, more recently, textiles.

Textile Hemp: three types of fibres, different levels
of technological maturity

In the Hemp textile sector, each type of fibre has specific transformation processes, with varying
levels of industrial maturity.

IN THE INDUSTRIAL PHASE :

- Cottonised short fibre, incorporating around 30% Hemp fibre in blends spun using cotton
technologies, mainly intended for home textiles and clothing (particularly denim);

- Semi-long Hemp fibres, for wool type spinning mainly used for interior textiles, ropes and
strings.

IN THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PHASE :

Long fibres, produced using processes similar to those used for Flax (scutching), are still under
development, but offer the prospect of 100% Hemp or blended yarns and textiles.

This project is part of an ongoing process of continuous improvement, with identified areas for
technological advancement, particularly in optimising the harvesting and processing stages
(100% mechanical).

To date, the supply of 100% Hemp yarn or fabric in Europe is very limited.
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About the Alliance

The Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp [formerly
known as CELC, an association founded in 1951} is the only
European agro-industrial organization that serves as a
global reference and brings together all players in the
European Flax-Linen and Hemp value chain.

A platform for reflection, current analysis, collaboration
and strategic orientation, the Alliance for European
Flax-Linen & Hemp supports and industry of excellence in
aglobalised context. It encourages dialogue with
national and European public authorities.

It promotes an environment favourable to increasing
business competitiveness through its three-fold mission of
informing members, brands, and consumers, supporting
the European ecosystem and European expertise, and
promoting European Flax-Linen and Hemp as the
preferred sustainable premium fibres worldwide.

MASTERS OF FLAX FIBRE ™
(EX-EUROPEAN FLAX™]

Flax of certified European origin,
from the field to the fibre.

Masters of FLAX FIBRE™is a
certification that ensures integrated

It connects 10,000 businesses in 16 European countries
and basesiits work on the values of solidarity, innovation,
scientific validation, and respect for people and planet.
It promotes, initiates, and organizes strategic reflection
andresearch onits fibres in order to provide all of its
interlocutors with evidence-based environmental data
and reliable scientific evidence.

The Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp strives to
increase the international visibility of its fibres, whose
technical and environmental properties inspire global
design and open up new opportunities for industrial
innovation. It guarantees the traceability of Flax fibre
thanks to the Masters of Flax Fibre™ [ex-European Flax™)
and Masters of Linen™ certifications.

MASTERS OF LINEN™

Linen of certified European origin, from
the fibre to the yarn and to the fabric.

Masters of LINEN™ is a certification of
distinction for European spinners,
weavers and knitters who excelinthe

Masters of
. crop management practices and rfﬁfﬂ craft of transforming Flax into Linen
Fjﬁ'}j highlights the unique expertise of R and who are committed to prioritizing
i European fibre producers. European Flax-Linen sourcing. Masters
Masters of FLAX FIBRE™ provides of LINEN™is a guarantee that alll
European origin traceability from cultivation and processing steps are
Flax fibre to finished product, for all made by European companies, from
end markets Masters of FLAX FIBRE™to yarnto fabric.
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