
This is considered  
as a scutching activity

SEE CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS  

OF A SCUTCHER 

Scutching Flax fibres 
(includes scutching, 

rescutching) and 
selling my fibres to… Without any 

processing 
(not even 

subcontracted) 

Scutching Flax fibres 
with an activity  

of hackling and/or 
fibre preparation  

and/or cottonizing

Processing  
scutched Flax 

/ Linen products 
(in house or 

subcontracted)

Buying Linen 
products and 

processing (in-house 
or subcontracted)

Buying finished Linen 
products and selling 

to retailer (or any 
other B to B selling 

transaction), without 
performing any kind  

of processing.

Buying and directly 
selling finished Linen 
products to the final 

customer, without 
performing any kind  

of processing.
With processing 

(in-house of 
subcontracted) 

Trading Flax and Linen products…

Fibre trader

I’m a Scutcher  
based in France, Belgium, The Netherlands

I’m a Trader  
Worldwide

I’m a Processor  
Worldwide

I’m a Brand/Retailer   
Worldwide

Processor

This is considered  
as a fibre trading 

activity

SEE CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS  

OF A TRADER

This is considered  
as a trading activity 

only

SEE CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS  

OF A TRADER

This is considered  
as a trading activity 

only

SEE CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS  

OF A TRADER

Brand doesn’t need  
to become certified

SEE DEDICATED  
PROCESS FOR  

BRANDS TO USE  
THE TRADEMARK*

This is considered  
as a processing activity

SEE CERTIFICATION PROCESS  
OF A PROCESSOR

How to become European Flax™ certified
Step 1 — Determine the kind of organization you are in the chain of custody 

For definition of organization type, see European Flax™ Standard downloadable at allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu
Refer to our website section ‘‘How to label my European Flax™ products?’’ available at allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu

http://allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu
http://allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu


• Contact your FR, BE, NL local association for more 
information on certification and membership

• Sign the EUROPEAN FLAX™ Charter

• Sign the EUROPEAN FLAX™ Identity form

1. For more information, contact Alliance for European  
Flax-Linen & Hemp (for companies from EUROPE/AFRICA) 
or BV local Office (for companies from other locations)(1) 

2. Become an Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp 
member (only for EU companies)

3. Fill in the Request for quotation

4. Sign the applicable EUROPEAN FLAX™ trademark  
Terms of Use

5. Sign a 3-year contract with Bureau Veritas

6. Be subject to yearly third-party audits on the EUROPEAN 
FLAX™ Standard according to the EUROPEAN FLAX™ 
certification process – documentary audits only(2)

1. For more information, contact Alliance for European  
Flax-Linen & Hemp (for companies from EUROPE/AFRICA) 
or BV local Office (for companies from other locations)(1) 

2. Become an Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp 
member (only for EU companies)

3. Fill in the Request for quotation

4. Sign the applicable EUROPEAN FLAX™ trademark  
Terms of Use

5. Sign a 3-year contract with Bureau Veritas

6. Be subject to yearly third-party audits on the EUROPEAN 
FLAX™ Standard according to the EUROPEAN FLAX™ 
certification process – off-sites and on-site audits

7.  Composition tests(3)

Certification Process of a Scutcher

Delivered by Alliance for European Flax-Linen & Hemp Delivered by BUREAU VERITAS CERTIFICATION

Obtain your licence number CEAAXXXXX   Obtain your certificate number BVFRXXXXX 

Certification process of a Trader Certification process of a Processor

(1) See contact details at allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu
(2) Except for sites taking physical possession of European Flax certified fibre, materials or products. For this specific case, on-site audit is required for the First Surveillance audit (year 2).
(3) Composition tests are mandatory for processors involved in an activity of spinning, weaving, knitting, production of technical semi-products or any activity with a high risk of fibre blending, either internal or outsourced.    
All reference documents are available on our allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu

How to become European Flax™ certified
Step 2 – See how to become certified depending on your organization type 

http://allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu
http://allianceflaxlinenhemp.eu

